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Introduction 

Welcome to Chinese Astrology 101, a comprehensive, on line course on one of 
the oldest divination systems in the world, Chinese Astrology. Your instructor is 
William Hajdu, a student and teacher of Chinese Astrology for over 25 years. He is 
a top astrology expert at www.allexperts.com and provides content for 
astrology.com, yahoo.com and onlinechineseastrology.com. 
 
This course is divided into different Chinese Zodiac topics. Each of them is further 
broken down into sections small enough to allow the student to read and 
understand them in a relatively short time, that is, approximately 10-15 minutes. 
The information is best understood if approached in an orderly manner from 
beginning to end. Each section, however, stands on its own. Thus, if you are 
already familiar with particular Chinese Astrology topics or just want information 
on a particular one, you can skip items or jump to a particular one. 
 



The topics are: 

 History 

 Philosophy  

 Five Element Theory 

 Cycles (12 and 60 year) 

 The Twelve Animals 

 Life Cycles 

 Relationships 

 Personality Analysis 

 Career 

 Purple Star 

 Horoscopes 
 

The narratives, as can be seen from the above list, will focus on how Chinese 
Astrology is used to provide insights as opposed to technical discussions. There 
will be those, too, but they will serve to illustrate and explain methodology and be 
presented as jargon free as possible. This course is therefore not designed to 
make a Chinese Astrologer out of you but, rather, to help you better use Chinese 
Astrology to satisfy your needs. 
 

History 

The history of Chinese fortune telling goes back at least as far as the written 
records of China itself. When you receive a Chinese Astrology reading you are 
thus benefiting from a tradition that is thousands of years old. 
 
In fact scholars have determined that the Chinese studied the stars at least four 
thousand years ago. This is known from writings of the Shang Dynasty, 
approximately the 16th to 11th century BC. Early methods of Chinese fortune 
telling are not, however, Astrology as we know it. Bones and turtle shells, for 
example, revealed a person's fate, not the stars. The historical materials 
nevertheless do reveal that the idea of lucky stars existed even at that early date 
and may suggest a role for constellations 
 
Chinese folklore provides evidence for very early naming of constellations. The 
best example is the story of the Ox-boy and the Weaving Maiden. The characters 



of this ancient tale lend their names to the ninth and tenth of the 28 
constellations used by Chinese Astrologers to this day. 
 
Notable among these works are the five ching, The Book of Changes or I-Ching, 
Book of Documents, Book of Poetry, Book of Rites, and the Spring and Autumn 
Annals, and the four shu, sometimes known as the Analects of Confucius.  
 

The Beginning 

 
Chinese Astrology began to come of age by about the second century BC. It was at 
that time the court Astrologer Sima Qian wrote an important work called Records 
of the Grand Historian. His history included detailed information on various 
methods of fortune telling and related astronomy topics to include a catalog of 
star names. 
 
By the way, it is important to say something about Sima Qian's position. In ancient 
times Astrologers in China primarily served the emperor and his court. In modern 
times it is taken for granted that anyone can obtain a Chinese astrology reading. 
For well over a thousand years this was not the case in China. 
 
It is also interesting to note that the 12 animal signs, the most well known feature 
of Chinese Astrology in the West, first appear in the literature hundreds of years 
after Sima Qian's History. In fact many works on Astrology were written in these 
centuries and continuing up to and through the T'ang Dynasty period (618-907 
AD). Perhaps the most famous is the Dunhuang manuscript discovered by Aurel 
Stein. It depicts what is accepted as the oldest existing Chinese star chart .  
 

The Maturation Period 

 
Chinese Astrology as practiced today was basically established by the end of the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD). An important development was the growing 
popularity and use of it by the common people. It was no longer the special 
province of the court. 
 
Astrologers continued to talk of the 12 year cycle in terms of the 12 earthly 
branches, but the 12 Chinese Zodiac animals had become increasingly popularized 



among the uneducated masses in China. Yet, even today many professional 
Chinese Astrologers will not use the animal terms. 
 
In the West, however, most of what claims to be Chinese Astrology uses the 
animal terms to perform some kind of personality analysis. In fact this is a very 
new development. Chinese and other Asians to this day appeal to Astrology to 
reveal their fate, not their personality. There is one exception. 
 
Since at least the Ming Dynasty, Chinese grandmothers have been using astrology 
to help fulfill their matchmaking duties. Readings addressed relationship 
compatibility as well as the luck and fate of a potential spouse. Certain animal 
Zodiac signs such as Dragon for a potential male spouse and Horse for a female 
are highly sought after or, in the case of the latter, avoided. 
 
Overall interest in personality analysis is increasing, but it is not likely to become 
more important than fate analysis among Asians. A more likely scenario is for fate 
analysis to become more popular with non Asians as they discover the predictive 
capabilities of Chinese Astrology . 
 

Modern Times 

 
Chinese Astrology has been around for thousands of years. It should, then, not be 
surprising to learn that there are now different systems. Some differences are 
minor while others significantly affect the outcome of a reading. There are purists 
who insist theirs is the system and will cite an ancient text. The fact is Chinese 
astrology has been evolving for millennia, and there probably is no one, correct 
way to practice the art. 
 
Likewise, it is understandable that Chinese differs from Western astrology , raising 
the same issue. Scholars generally agree the systems developed independently 
and differ significantly in their underlying philosophy as well as approach. 
Although the two systems have some similarities, it is hard not to be impressed by 
how different their readings are. All these differences raise an important 
question. 
 
Given the differences between Western and Chinese astrology, as well as those of 
the various schools of Chinese, what are people to believe? Is Chinese superior to 



Western or vice versa? Which Chinese approach is accurate or at least the best? It 
would be nice if there were a definitive answer to these questions. Unfortunately 
there is not. 
 

Philosophy 

 
Perhaps the best way to resolve the problem of dealing with differences is to 
adopt an engineering versus a science approach. It may be more instructive to 
consider what works rather than trying to prove what is right and pure. This is 
easy to say but hard to operationalize. 
 
How is a person to know whether a system works? There is no sure fire way, but 
there are common sense things that can be done. Try a variety of products and 
see which seems to most accurately and comprehensively help you understand 
your situation. It may be the competence of the astrologer is more important 
than the particular system employed, so consider the reputation and character of 
the person from whom you are to obtain a reading. Compare your results with 
those of your friends. Review public feedback. Finally, study and do some 
research yourself, so you can understand the assumptions and capabilities of 
various systems. 

 

Chinese vs. Western Astrology 

 

There is, however, still the question of Chinese versus Western astrology . It is 
most probable the relationship between the two is complementary rather than 
conflicting. It is not an either or type situation. Rather, the two produce insights 
which enhance each other by providing different perspectives. These arise out of 
the assumptions and world view of their underlying cultures. 
 
There may nevertheless be a case where the Chinese or the Western reading 
appears to definitely be better. Use that one, but do not discard the other. It may 
be an inferior product, or its message may not be understood at the time. 
Perhaps going back to it at a later date will yield insights not recognized earlier. 
 



In the end each person has to decide what works for them. Self knowledge and a 
willingness to learn about astrology can help lead to choosing the right astrologer 
and products to trust. Using Chinese astrology to make the most out of life is a 
demanding process but one worth the effort to understand and use. 
 
Astrology is a field intimately connected with astronomy in general and stars in 
particular. A discussion of them is thus a fitting way to begin to detail the 
differences between Chinese and Western astrology . And, it is one of the big 
ones, as people of the these two, great cultures see a very different sky when 
they look to the heavens. 
 
Their constellations have little in common. In fact Pleiades is the only Western 
constellation used in Chinese astrology . The West uses 12 constellations for their 
sun signs while Chinese 28 for their lunar mansions and four more to provide a 
greater division of the night sky. None of the Chinese constellations (except 
Pleiades) are to be found in Western charts. 
 
More important than the difference in numbers is that the former are associated 
with the passage of the sun while the latter the moon. The resulting Western 
signs are effectively month signs while the Chinese are daily ones. This is because 
the 12 Western signs each rule for a month while the Chinese ones a day. 
 
There is, however, one star critical to Chinese astrology that is also very familiar 
to people in the West, it is Polaris of the North Star. It is the starting point for Zi 
Wei Dou Shou , or Purple Star astrology . It signifies the emperor and is a prime 
determinant of Ming or fate. No single star plays such a prominent role in 
Western astrology. 
 
The Big Dipper, although not one of the 28 Chinese Astrology constellations, is 
significant in Chinese but not Western Astrology. Its stars provide seven of the 
nine used in Flying Star Feng Shui. They can be beneficial or harmful depending on 
their location in the sky and appearance in a Feng Shui diagram called a Bagua.  
 
Chinese and Western astrology differ in form and substance when it comes to 
their use of elements. The former uses five and the latter four. And, the roles they 
play vary considerably. 
 



Five is a preferred number in Chinese thought , so it is not surprising to find five 
elements in that system, They are Wood , Fire , Earth , Metal and Water . This 
grouping and the Five Element doctrine itself first appear in the literature about 
2,300 years ago. Their origin is not known, but it may have something to do with 
the Five, Cardinal Points (North, South, East, West and Center), another central 
concept. They are also associated with the five seasons (an Earth season added 
between summer and fall to make five). 
 
But, Western Astrology uses only four elements , Fire , Earth , Water and Air. 
These are the four classic elements in ancient Greek philosophy, dating back to 
about 2,500 years ago. Unlike the Chinese link with astronomy and geography, 
these have to do with chemistry, as the Greeks were interested in determining 
the most basic substances and decided on these four. 
 
The real difference, however, lies in the greater importance of elements to 
Chinese astrology . (This is not to minimize the fact that the four elements provide 
a rich source of imagery for astrological interpretation.) If you ask a Western 
person for their sign, they will answer Aquarius or Taurus for example. A Chinese 
might say Wood Tiger or Fire Dragon. 
 
This is because in Chinese Astrology each sign is designated by two Chinese 
characters, one for the earthly branch ( zodiac animal ) and one for the heavenly 
stem (element). The difference between the two systems is that the Western has 
only a fixed element while the Chinese has both fixed and variable elements. The 
Tiger's fixed Chinese Zodiac sign , for example, is Wood. A Tiger sign person, 
however, is also designated by the element of the year of birth. The year 1962 
was a Water and a Tiger year, making a person born in that year a Water Tiger, 
with very different characteristics from the other, four kinds of Tigers.  
 
Of even more significance is the role of elements in the Four Pillars (year, month, 
day and hour of birth) of Chinese Astrology . Each pillar consists of an element 
and an animal . The elements thus have an equal say in chart construction. And, a 
BaZi or Four Pillars reading uses many combinations of elements to determine 
luck at various times as well as to make other conclusions. In fact the balance of 
elements in a Chinese Four Pillars chart has traditionally been considered more 
important than the qualities of the signs themselves. They are also crucial in the 



placement stars in the various palaces (houses) of a Zi Wei Dou Shu ( Purple Star) 
chart.  
 
At first glance it seems both systems use 12 signs. Chinese Astrology signs, 
however, unlike Western ones, have two parts, an animal (or traditionally an 
Earthly Branch) and element (Heavenly Stem). Five elements combined with 12 
animals gives sixty signs. In fact the traditional, Chinese cycle of years is sixty. The 
Western astrology cycle, by way of contrast, is 12 months long. 
 
This is because Chinese signs are associated with years and Western with months. 
Chinese Astrology does, however, also have monthly signs, as month is one of the 
Four Pillars (year, month, day and hour) used to construct a chart. This fact has 
led to the practice of equating Chinese and Western signs as follows: Tiger -
Aquarius, Rabbit -Pisces, Dragon -Aries, Snake -Taurus, Horse -Gemini, Cancer, 
Monkey -Leo, Rooster -Virgo, Dog -Libra, and Pig -Scorpio. 
 
Unfortunately doing so leads to confusion and error, especially since most 
Chinese Astrologers use the lunar calendar. The dates of the month of the Tiger 
change from year to year, beginning as early as January 21st and as late as 
February 19th, but Aquarius is always January 20th to February 18th. It is rare and 
pure coincidence when the dates are the same. 
 
More importantly, the Chinese-Western sign pairs range from being very similar 
to remarkably different. The Pig -Scorpio pair is probably the best example of the 
latter. A description of the Scorpio personality is similar to that of the Chinese 
Snake , which is a conflicting opposite of the Pig . In Western Astrology Libra is 
associated with diplomacy, in Chinese the Rabbit . Even between relatively similar 
signs there are inconsistencies. The Horse , for example, rarely worries about 
relatively unimportant matters, unlike the typical Gemini. This is thus not to say 
there are no similarities. Both the Rabbit and Pisces, for example, tend to be 
cautious. It is fine to note these, but overall the wise thing to do is to not equate 
the signs in general. 
 
There are 12 Houses or Palaces in both Western and Chinese Astrology. Many of 
them in fact do reveal similar information. There are, however, differences more 
important than Chinese calling them Palaces and Western Houses. 
 



The difference in meaning between the first House/Palace of each reflects an 
important point of emphasis between the two systems. The First House, the 
Western ascendant, rules over the entire personality. It is thus as important as 
the sun sign and exerts an enormous influence. By way of contrast Chinese 
Astrology has been concerned primarily with fate and hardly at all with 
personality. In constructing a chart it is necessary to first locate the Ming Palace. 
It rules over a person's fate and is the most important one in a Purple Star chart. 
There is also a significant structural difference. In the Chinese system, each Palace 
contains a grouping of very similar influences. Both father and mother, for 
example, are included in the Parents Palace. In the Western, mother is in the 
Tenth House and father the Sixth. Another difference is exemplified by the the 
Ninth House, which has disparate influences to include travel, education, and 
religion. There is no counterpart in Chinese Astrology. In that system work and 
travel are ruled by one Palace. Even here, however, the influences are not that 
different as the focus is on the connection between work and travel. 
 
Here is a summary of the Palaces, noting Western equivalents:  

 Ming (fate) – no equivalent 

 Brothers and Sisters Palace – Third House 

 Marital Palace – Seventh House 

 Sex and Children – Eighth and Fifth Houses respectively 

 Wealth Palace – Second House 

 Health Palace – Sixth House 

 Moving Palace – Third and Sixth Houses 

 Servants Palace – Tenth House 

 Officials Palace – Tenth House 

 Property Palace – Second House 

 Leisure Palace – Fifth House 

 Parents Palace – Fourth and Tenth Houses.  
 
There are no Chinese equivalents of the First House (Personality), Ninth House 
(Law and Religion), and Twelfth House (Dreams, Secrets, Unconscious). Those 
matters appear in various Palaces but have none to claim for their own.  
 
First let me say it is not a matter of correctness but rather application or system. 
By that I mean there are different approaches that use various aspects of Chinese 



astrology and feng shui. The practical result of this is there are several ways to 
view "your" element. 
 
Yes, you were born in a Wood year, so Wood is the year element of your four 
pillars. It differentiates you from Sheep sign people born in Fire , Earth , Metal and 
Water years. You are likely, for example, to be more creative and caring. 
Furthermore, the fixed element of the Sheep is Fire . So you are Fire in that you 
have a Fire sign for your year sign. 
 
When we shift to star charts (Zi Wei Dou Shu or Purple Star astrology) and feng 
shui(Ba Gua), we find we have a controlling element for our charts.  
 
You can check yours here: http://www.chiquiz.com 
 
I, for example, was born in a Fire year. Water , however, controls my god board or 
Purple Star chart, and Mountain Earth is associated with my lucky, Ba Gua 
number. When I compared readings from these various approaches, I found the 
information was either complementary or similar, not contradictory. 
 
Actually, the most important factor is probably not what is your element, but, 
rather, what does your overall element balance look like. If you are balanced, you 
have plenty of capability and no vulnerability. If not, you will have great strengths 
as well as significant weaknesses. 
In the end, you have to adopt a holistic approach and incorporate insights from a 
number of sources to get the most accurate picture of your fate and personality. 
 
As with stars, there are significant differences between Chinese and Western 
planets. Of course they are the same ones. And in both systems they are located 
in one of twelve houses on a chart, but that is where the similarity ends. Their 
usage and associations vary greatly. 
 
In Chinese astrology the planets, for all practical purposes, are treated as if they 
were stars. Mars is even called the Fire Star. In the Western system, by way of 
contrast, the Sun and Moon are treated as planets. 
 

http://www.chiquiz.com/


In keeping with a tendency to group things by fives, the Chinese use five planets, 
Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, Saturn and Venus. Western astrology also uses Neptune, 
Pluto and Uranus, which are not factors in Chinese astrology. 
 
And, the planets do not figure so prominently as in Western astrology. They are 
only several of 30 to over 100 plotted stars. Moreover, their meaning is 
influenced by the placement of stars, and it can even be reversed by certain ones 
located in the same house (palace in Chinese terms).<br><br>To complicate 
matters further, characteristics associated with the planets differ. Venus, for 
example, means something entirely different to a Chinese astrologer than to a 
Western one. For the former it is very masculine, totally at variance with the 
Western concept of Venus, the goddess of love. Also, in Chinese astrology Jupiter, 
Mars, Saturn, Venus and Mercury are associated, respectively, with the elements, 
Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal and Water. There is no similar association between 
Western planets and the elements, Earth, Fire, Water and Air. 
 
Another major difference is how the two cultures view the notion of luck. In the 
West it is almost universally accepted that luck is random. The Chinese take what 
amounts to an opposite view. Chinese Astrology asserts you can predict when and 
where (Feng Shui) luck will occur. Indeed, predicting when luck will occur is a 
major feature of that system but plays no role in Western Astrology. 
 
In Chinese Astrology luck is most commonly associated with a period of time. Ten 
year luck periods are a primary feature of both BaZi (Four Pillars) and Zi Wei Dou 
Shu (Purple Star) charts. There is no corresponding plotting on Western ones. 
Furthermore the Chinese Almanac, as well as every system of Chinese Astrology 
pays special attention to lucky hours and days, and occasionally months. 
 
There are, of course, predictions in Western Astrology. Transits and Progressions, 
individually and in conjunction are used to make all kinds of determinations about 
what the future might bring. These are not about luck but rather what is likely to 
happen and, or, whether or not various events or situations are favorable. This is 
all considered Ming or Fate in Chinese astrology, and is covered in a separate 
section of a reading from that containing the luck material. That luck and fate are 
treated as separate issues in Chinese Astrology is thus a significant factor in 
making it different from Western. 
 



There is a final distinction between Chinese and Western Astrology worth 
mentioning, and it provides a nice transition to the next major topic, differences 
within Chinese Astrology. In the Western system there is a very narrow 
interpretation of what constitutes astrology, mainly adhering to the dictionary 
definition, the study of the positions and aspects of celestial bodies in the belief 
that they have an influence on the course of natural earthly occurrences and 
human affairs. 
 

 

Chinese Astrology Methods 

 

Much of Chinese fate calculation is done by analyzing the distribution of elements 
determined by a person's year, month, day and time of birth, not planets and 
stars. The elements associated with these, for example, form the basis of a BaZi 
(Four Pillars) chart. They not only provide insight into personality but also luck 
periods. These are decades, each under the influence of an element. Stars do not 
figure into the equation.  
 
Then there is the importance the Chinese place on Geomancy or Feng Shui. It is 
almost a necessary complement to other forms of Chinese astrology, especially 
Ming Shu or BaZi (Four Pillars) systems. Using Feng Shui charts the Chinese 
Astrologer integrates information about a person's environment with that of a 
BaZi chart. 
 
The Flying Star school of Feng Shui actually uses nine stars derived from the Big 
Dipper to construct a chart. Each star has a basic temperament and a specific 
influence depending on various factors. By even the strict definition this system is 
Astrology in that it certainly relies on the position of celestial bodies to make its 
conclusions. Yet, it is different from Western Astrology in that it is an earth based 
system as well as a heaven based one. 
 
To complicate matters, many Asians really do not make that great a distinction 
between Astrology and fortune telling in general. They would, for example, see no 
contradiction in a person calling himself an astrologer and announcing he did 
readings using Mah Jong tiles. Readings using the I Ching are also common. 



Chinese Astrology is thus a rich system of systems which have a number of 
similarities with while being fundamentally different from Western Astrology. 
 
 It is easy to find many differences in the animal names of the 12 signs of Chinese 
Astrology. For the most part, however, they are simply equivalent alternatives. 
One astrologer or culture may prefer one word and another something different. 
These are, then, just terms that can be substituted for each other with no change 
in meaning. There are a couple, nevertheless, that do carry different meanings. 
 
Most of the signs then are designated by more than one term. An authority on 
Tibetan Astrology, for example, uses Mouse for Rat . For Ox the Vietnamese use 
Buffalo , the water buffalo being very common in that part of the world. Rabbit is 
often referred to as Hare . It is rare but possible for Serpent  to replace Snake . It 
is not uncommon to find Goat or Ram instead of Sheep . Rooster is sometimes 
presented as the Cock or Hen . And, the Pig is often depicted as the Boar . Rabbit 
is one of the two signs that have significant differences. In the Buddhist tradition 
there is a tale that says the Rat tricked the Cat , resulting in the Cat being left out 
of the 12 signs. The Vietnamese, nevertheless, use Cat instead of Rabbit . This 
does not have any implication for fate computation, but it does affect personality 
analysis. The Cat , for example, is much more independent and willing to fight 
directly for its interests. The Rabbit is a greater peacemaker It is also more 
delicate. Unlike the Cat that always seem to land on its feet, the Rabbit has a 
difficult time recovering from setbacks.   
 
The other sign is the Rooster, which is called Bird in Taoist Astrology and Phoenix 
in Tibetan. This gives the tenth Chinese sign greater status. The Vermilion Bird or 
Phoenix is one of the four great constellations dividing the sky into five palaces 
(the fifth being the center). As in the West the Phoenix is a symbol of rebirth, 
transformation and eternity. More than people of other signs, the Phoenix is 
thought to have a greater potential for becoming a mystic and, or, achieving 
greatness. In general, however, traits ascribed to the Phoenix are the same as 
those for the Rooster . 

   

Date & Time 

The most significant differences among Chinese astrologers involve the 
computation of date and time. These may not seem that important, but the 
resulting charts will be different in all but one case. That involves time. Indeed, 



there are two issues involving the hour of birth. The first is a simple one, whether 
to use standard or daylight savings time (DST). 
 
Chinese Astrologers use standard time. Thus, it is important for a Western client 
to provide standard time or state the given time is DST. This would affect the hour 
sign if the querent was born in the first 59 minutes of a two-hour, Chinese hour. 
For example, if a person was born at 1:05PM DST, the time needs to be adjusted 
back to 12:05PM, the hour of the Horse , not the hour of the Sheep (1-3PM). 
 
The second issue is whether to use local or Beijing time. Some purists argue it 
must be Beijing. This astrologer and many others use local. That method has 
provided satisfactory results for over 20 years. The important consideration, as 
with most other differences, is to go with the astrologer and system that works 
best for the querent. 
 
When it comes to date, things are not so simple, and differences do lead to 
confusion. This is because some Chinese Astrologers and systems use the lunar 
calendar and others the solar. Generally, Feng Shui practitioners and those who 
do BaZi luck charts use the solar calendar. This astrologer, some such as Derek 
Walters who does an abbreviated Four Pillars chart, and those who do Zi Wei Dou 
Shu or Purple Star Astrology use the lunar one. The practical result of this is a 
person will be told to have two (day and your), or even three (also month) 
different signs depending on which calendar is being used. 
 
Chinese Astrology, unlike Western, has a number of popular methodologies. 
Some, as noted in prior discussions, have no counterpart and do not even qualify 
as astrology under the stricter, Western definition. They range from the Zi Wei 
Dou Shu (Purple Star) system with its complicated star charts to the I Ching, 
where a single hexagram can provide a relatively detailed answer. 
 
Any attempt to engage in a theoretical discussion of the differences among the 
many systems in common use today is likely to be tedious and ultimately 
unsatisfactory. Thus, what follows is simply a presentation of the very general 
workings of those methodologies and what they offer, beginning with Zi Wei Dou 
Shu (Purple Star Astrology), one of the more important ones.  
 



Zi Wei Dou Shu (Purple Star Astrology) 

 
This method uses about 30 major stars (there are over a 100 altogether) and has 
been practiced for over a 1,000 years. They are plotted on a chart consisting of 
twelve Palaces (Houses) . These represent various aspects of a person's life to 
include Fate, Brothers and Sisters, Spouse, Children, Wealth, Health, Travel, 
Friends and Associates, Career, Property, Leisure and Parents. The placement of 
each star is determined by the querent's year, month, day and time of birth 
according to the lunar calendar. 
 
From this a Chinese Astrologer produces a reading that includes both Ming (Fate) 
and Luck . Fate is fixed. A person, for example, may be destined to have a strong 
tie to only one parent. This determination would be made based on the stars in 
the Parents Palace as well as influences acting on that Palace . Luck , on the other 
hand, is variable according to year and decade. It is determined by the presence 
of lucky and unlucky stars in each Palace , each representing a decade and various 
years in a person's life. 
 

Ba Zi 

 
A popular form of Chinese Astrology is Ba Zi or Four Pillars of Destiny. It is based 
on the assumption that there is energy throughout the universe, and it influences 
the destiny of each person. Although the system does not use planets and stars 
directly, it is a given that their positions determine how specifically the cosmic 
energy makes its impact. 
 
The method relies on the Four Pillars of year, month, day and time of birth. Each 
pillar consists of an Earthly Branch and Heavenly Stem. The Branches have a 12 
year cycle and the Stems a ten. Although these generally correspond to the 12 
animals and five elements common to Chinese Astrology , those terms are not 
used in BA ZI. Another difference with other methods is that the solar rather than 
the lunar calendar is used to calculate the Four Pillars. 
 
A reading consists of two charts, The Four Pillars and Ten Year Luck Pillars. The 
first is used for personality and Fate analysis and the latter to identify the varying 
strength of Luck throughout a person's life. In both cases the focus is on elements 
and their yin or yang quality. 



 
The Chinese Astrologer must be extremely knowledgeable of the meaning of the 
Earthly Branches and Heavenly Stems . Determinations are made both on 
individual characteristics as well as how they interact with each other. Element 
balance is particularly important in determining strengths and weaknesses as well 
as periods of greater or lesser Luck . 
 
 A BA ZI reading provides a variety of insights into both personality and timing of 
events. It traditionally has been used for match making, career decisions, and 
evaluating children in an attempt to identify an appropriate course of study. And, 
it provides auspicious as well as difficult times, for example, for weddings, births, 
moves and new ventures. 

 

I Ching 

The I Ching or Book of Changes is the oldest of Chinese classic texts. It is a book of 
philosophy containing the idea of a dynamic balance between yin and yang and 
many other concepts used in Chinese Astrology . It does not qualify as astrology 
by the strict definition but is now synonymous with a popular form of fortune 
telling, not only in Asia but increasingly in Western cultures. 
 
 The text of the I Ching describes 64 hexagrams, figures consisting of solid and 
broken lines. The lines represent yin and yang, the receptive and creative 
principles of the universe respectively. Each hexagram is actually two trigrams, 
one on top of the other. In addtion to their primary meaning, each of the eight 
trigrams is associated with a direction, family member, body part, animal, natural 
feature and attribute. Given all these qualities, the six positions of yin and yang 
lines in a hexagram, and the relationship of the lines to each other, a Chinese 
Astrologer can answer almost any question. 
 
The key elements of the I Ching are over 4,500 years old, so it should not be 
surprising to discover that there are many interpretations given to the hexagrams. 
It takes a lifetime of study and practice to be able to produce quality Chinese 
Astrology reports . Most readings , then, should be treated as having the potential 
for providing insights rather than the last word on the matter in question. The 
ability of a particular Chinese Astrologer and whether previous I Ching readings 
were incisive are the best indicators of how much to trust a reading. 
 



There are many ways an I Ching reading can be rendered. They vary from 
repeated tosses of a coin to a click of a computer mouse. One method uses cards 
which illustrate various qualities of the trigrams and hexagrams. There is no one, 
best way. Since the whole system is based on the interconnectedness of the 
universal energy, the important thing is that the querent somehow interject 
personal energy into the process. 
Nine Star Ki (Jiu Xin in Chinese and Kyu Sei Ki Gakuin in Japanese) is a number 
system derived from ancient Chinese Astrology . It became popular in Japan due 
in no small part to a revision by Shinjiro Sonoda in 1924. The Japanese differs 
from the Chinese Ming Gua system, for example, in that it does not differentiate 
between numbers for men and women. 
 
As the name suggests it is based on nine stars and, especially, three deriving from 
a person's birth date. The Ming Gua system uses the lunar (some practitioners use 
solar ) calendar to derive a number that determines a person's basic nature in 
terms of The Five Elements . There are two groupings. The first or East group 
consists of Number One, Water ; Three and Four, Wood ; and Nine, Fire. The 
Second or West group consists of Number Two, Five and Eight, Earth; and Six and 
Seven, Metal . The numbers are also associated with the <a href="/content-
detail.aspx?ID=128">I Ching trigrams, the eight directions (plus the Center) of the 
Bagua, the five seasons and family members.  
 
 

Nine Star Ki 

Nine Star Ki uses the Feng Shui Luo Shu or Magic Square. There are nine squares 
or Palaces , one for each number/star. Their position is fixed in the basic chart 
with the numbers in each row, column and diagonal totaling 15. The stars change 
places, that is, proceed through the Palaces in a nine year cycle in a 
predetermined pattern.  
 
The determination and placement of a person's stars are used to understand 
many aspects of life from physical characteristics to personality to environment. 
The areas addressed include, for example, relationships, career, health and 
wealth. And, by constructing a Magic Square for any year month or day 
predictions can be made regarding the future. 
 



Some Chinese Astrologers use the lunar calendar for fate calculation (Ming Shu). 
There is a particularly interesting method that makes extensive use of pentology, 
that is, groupings of five. A person's life is divided into five periods which 
correspond to The Five Elements , five stages of growth, five seasons, and five 
influences.   The five stages are Birth, Youth, Maturation, Adulthood and 
Retirement. The related elements, in order, are Wood representing new growth; 
Fire, energy and rapid development; Earth, mastery of practical matters; Metal, 
realization of potential or maximum earnings; and Water, repose. This pentology 
goes back to the ancient Chinese connection of Chinese Astrology with nature, 
especially as it affects agriculture and the ability to feed the population.  
 
The five influences are those of great importance to people. As in Purple Star 
Astrology, Fate is primary. It is the moment, the time when events then occurring 
and choices made set the direction for a person's life. A similar though less 
momentous one is Opportunity. It is a time when big gains can be made. The 
other three address the major human aspirations of happiness, wealth and fame. 
Unlike BA ZI this method does not address luck, but it does do something very 
significant in its own right. It describes how chi, that is, energy level or life force, 
fluctuates among the five stages of life. This positively or negatively affects the 
ability to achieve goals in general as well as the potency of the five influences in 
particular. 
 
In addition to these life cycle insights the method provides much of the usual data 
associated with Ming Shu. The findings address, for example, health, wealth, 
career, and relationships. 
   
Because the Chinese do not differentiate so clearly between fortune tellers in 
general and astrologers, it is not unusual to find Chinese Astrologers using all 
kinds of materials to do readings. They can be as simple as sticks or as colorful as 
decorated tiles. Mah Jong is a popular Chinese game, so it is not surprising to see 
game tiles used for divination. An interesting method uses cards, which have both 
a picture of the tile and an illustration depicting its meaning. These have enough 
similarities with Tarot readings that it would be reasonable to nickname this 
method of Mah Jong fortune telling as Chinese Tarot. There are, for example, 
prescribed card layouts for various questions, suits denoting a particular 
influence, and honor cards.  
 



The two systems are, however, entirely different due to their origins. While those 
of Tarot symbolism are a matter of debate and probably unknown, Mah Jong 
divination is based on principles used in Chinese Astrology and traditional 
symbolism of Chinese culture.  The most important of these is the concept of the 
Five Cardinal Points. There are honor cards for North, South, East, and West, and 
another for the Center. More importantly, the most comprehensive layout is 
divided into five sections. Tiles generally have different meanings and are 
favorable or not depending on whether a particular direction is favorable. 
 
The tile (card) in the center reflects the central question. The three in the East 
represent the querent; the three in the South the near term future; and the three 
in the North the long term future. Two in the West indicate obstacles that might 
prevent the querent from being successful and one a guide to overcome these 
and other potential difficulties. Unlike Tarot, Mah Jong uses what could be called 
angels (flowers and occupations), which can occur any time in the spread and 
protect the querent from any negative consequences or enhance the positive 
ones of a card drawn to be influenced by it. The final card in the spread is the 
single most revealing; however, cards that occur more than once (unlike Tarot 
there are four of each suit card), the predominance of one suit, and other factors 
all contribute to the overall reading. 
   
Groupings of five, or Pentology, predominate in Chinese culture. There is a 
detailed discussion of it in Derek Walters' Chinese Astrology: Interpreting the 
revelations of the Celestial Messengers (The Aquarian Press, London, 1987). As he 
declares, any discussion of Chinese Astrology must begin with The Five Cardinal 
Points since every aspect of Chinese philosophy is linked to them. By the way, the 
Chinese use Center in addition to North, South, East, and West.   Direction figures 
prominently in Feng Shui and most methods of Chinese divination. Something as 
basic as the direction of a sound can carry a meaning of auspicious or not. In a 
layout, cards have various meanings depending on which cardinal points they lie. 
And, some I Ching pronouncements involve direction 
 
The Five Cardinal Points are also associated with The Five Seasons and The Five 
Elements. The resulting symbolism is used extensively in interpretations. East, for 
example, correlates with Spring and Wood . The sun rises in the East to begin the 
day, and Spring is the time of new growth (plants/Wood). South goes with 



Summer and has a positive connotation in line with the warm, sunny weather of 
that season.  
 
Speaking of seasons, many determinations are made depending on the time of 
year of an event. A Rat born in Summer is more likely to have an easier life than 
one born in Winter, when food is scarce. The March 20, 1984 issue of the 
Guardian newspaper published a study done on possible relationships between 
occupations and The Five Seasons (source: Walters). It found significant 
correlations. Farmers, for example, were most often born in the Indian Summer 
or Earth season.  
 

The Five Elements Pentology 

 

Chinese Astrology may begin with The Five Cardinal Points, but it is The Five 
Elements Pentology that is crucial for constructing and interpreting charts in Zi 
Wei Dou Shu and BA ZI and features in the Chinese Almanac or Tong Shu. Five 
Element Theory is complex and deserves its own discussion. For now suffice it to 
say that the five, Wood, Fire, Earth , and Water serve both as components of 
Chinese Astrology signs and also determinants of a person's Fate and Luck . 
   
Groupings of five, or Pentology, predominate in Chinese culture. There is a 
detailed discussion of it in Derek Walters' Chinese Astrology: Interpreting the 
revelations of the Celestial Messengers (The Aquarian Press, London, 1987). As he 
declares, any discussion of Chinese Astrology must begin with The Five Cardinal 
Points since every aspect of Chinese philosophy is linked to them. By the way, the 
Chinese use Center in addition to North, South, East, and West.   Direction figures 
prominently in Feng Shui and most methods of Chinese divination. Something as 
basic as the direction of a sound can carry a meaning of auspicious or not. In a 
layout, cards have various meanings depending on which cardinal points they lie. 
And, some  I Ching  pronouncements involve direction. 
 
The Five Cardinal Points are also associated with The Five Seasons and The Five 
Elements. The resulting symbolism is used extensively in interpretations. East, for 
example, correlates with Spring and Wood . The sun rises in the East to begin the 
day, and Spring is the time of new growth (plants/Wood). South goes with 
Summer and has a positive connotation in line with the warm, sunny weather of 
that season.  



 
Speaking of seasons, many determinations are made depending on the time of 
year of an event. A  Rat born in Summer is more likely to have an easier life than 
one born in Winter, when food is scarce. The March 20, 1984 issue of the 
Guardian newspaper published a study done on possible relationships between 
occupations and The Five Seasons (source: Walters). It found significant 
correlations. Farmers, for example, were most often born in the Indian Summer 
or Earth season. 
 
Chinese Astrology may begin with The Five Cardinal Points, but it is The Five 
Elements Pentology that is crucial for constructing and interpreting charts in Zi 
Wei Dou Shu and  BA ZI and features in the Chinese Almanac or Tong Shu. Five 
Element Theory is complex and deserves its own discussion. For now suffice it to 
say that the five, Wood,  Fire , Earth , Metal  and Water serve both as components 
of Chinese Astrology signs and also determinants of a person's Fate and Luck . 
 
In Chinese Astrology the first element is Wood. This is so given two facts. The first 
year in the 60-year Chinese cycle is the Year of The Wood Rat. And, Wood is the 
fixed element of the first month of the lunar calendar, that is, the Tiger. 
Furthermore, Wood is associated with Spring, the season that heralds the 
beginnings of new life. 
 
Wood also corresponds to the colors Green (Yang Wood) and Blue (Yin Wood), 
direction East, planet Jupiter, the stars in general, and the constellation, Azure 
Dragon . It is the fixed sign of the Tiger, Rabbit and Dragon *. And, it is associated 
with the emotions of anger and kindness and the body parts, the liver, eyes and 
the gallbladder.  
 
The primary energies of Wood are creation, procreation, growth and renewal. 
Given the characteristics of plant life it is not surprising Wood was chosen to 
represent these and to rule over the first stage of life, conception, birth and the 
preschool years.  
 
Wood also has a humanitarian connotation. This can be seen in Wood 
represented by a tree. Root, stem, branches and leaves all work for the well being 
of the whole. An implication of this for Chinese Astrology is that Wood is 
associated with health care, teaching and charitable work. 



 
Finally, it should be said Wood can denote longevity, health and beauty, as well as 
changeability. It is thus a key indicator in determining a person's overall physical 
condition and ability to cope with change.  
 
Note: Some Chinese Astrologers designate Earth as the Dragon's fixed element. 
Wood years come in pairs, the first being Yang and the second Yin. The Yang 
Wood signs are Wood Rat, Wood Tiger, Wood Dragon, Wood Horse, Wood 
Monkey and Wood Dog and symbolized by the tall, strong pine tree. People born 
in those years will generally be more successful by initiating action. The Yin Wood 
signs are Wood Ox, Wood Rabbit, Wood Snake, Wood Sheep, Wood Rooster and 
Wood Sheep and symbolized by the flexible willow tree. People born in those will 
usually achieve their best results by reacting to situations.  
 
Wood creativity manifests itself more as mental quickness and agility in Yang and 
more as artistic ability in Yin. The Rat, Horse and Monkey are the best examples of 
the former and the Rabbit and Sheep the latter.  
 
The nurturing aspect of Wood also works differently. The Yang Tiger and Dog, for 
example, are the great protectors and will do anything to protect their families. 
The Yin Rabbit, Sheep and Pig tend to be empathetic people and always ready to 
nurture and support others in a tender way.  
 
Both Wood types tend to be social. The Yang Wood person, however, will tend to 
seek the spotlight and dominate, especially the Tiger, Dragon and Horse. 
Conversely, the Yang one, for example the Rabbit and Sheep, will just be happy to 
fit in and be a part of the group. Yang types, the Horse in particular, nevertheless 
tend to have an independent streak, while Yin people, notably the Sheep, can 
even be dependent upon being included in the group. 
 
Although all Wood types tend to value honesty, be compromisers and try to get 
along with other people most of the time, their approaches are different. Yin 
types will generally be hurt when betrayed and direct their energies inward. In 
fact Rabbit sign people have the most difficulty picking themselves up off the floor 
when they have suffered disappointment in a relationship. Yang people on the 
other hand, especially the Tiger, will display their wrath and let others know they 



have been wronged. They do not keep their feelings bottled up inside themselves, 
even though they may in general be mild mannered Wood types. 
 
 


